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Excerpt: A new set of schoolbooks arrives for the younger monks — greeted, as in 
schools everywhere, with varying degrees of enthusiasm depending on the subject.
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This week, a new set of schoolbooks arrived for the younger monks of Dzongkar Choede.

Alongside their monastic studies, the young monks follow a broader education that
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includes subjects such as languages, mathematics and general knowledge. New books
are always welcomed with a certain excitement — even if, as in schools everywhere,
some subjects are greeted more enthusiastically than others.

Soon the books will begin to show the signs of daily use: handwritten notes, folded
corners and well-thumbed pages.

It is a small moment, but an important one: education at Dzongkar Choede is not only
about preserving the great Buddhist traditions of the monastery. It is also about giving a
new generation of monks the knowledge and confidence they need to find their place in
a changing world.


